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The Rise and Fall of the Vasa
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The Vasa is not merely a ship; it is the embodiment of Swedish
ambition and resilience. Ordered by King Gustavus Adolphus
in 1626, this warship was intended to project Swedish power
across the Baltic Sea. Constructed in less than two years under
the direction of Dutch architect Henrik Hybertsson, it was a
marvel of Baroque engineering, armed with 64 cannons and
adorned with hundreds of intricate sculptures. However, on its
maiden voyage on August 10, 1628, tragedy struck. Just 1,300
meters into its journey, a gust of wind caused the heavy vessel
to heel over, water poured into the open gun ports, and the
pride of the Swedish navy sank to the bottom of Stockholm
harbor, taking 30 to 50 lives with it.

For over three centuries, the Vasa lay undisturbed in the cold,
oxygen-poor waters of the harbor, preserved by the unique
conditions of the Baltic Sea. The wreck was rediscovered in
1956 by amateur diver Anders Franzén, who used grappling
hooks to locate the massive oak structure. The subsequent
salvage operation, led by maritime archaeologist Anders
Franzén and engineer Per Edvin Filting, was a monumental
engineering challenge. Divers dug tunnels beneath the hull to
attach cables to pontoons, a process described as solving the
world’s largest puzzle. On April 24, 1961, the ship broke the
surface, bringing with it 14,000 pieces of wood and a glimpse
into the 17th century.

The restoration process was as complex as the salvage. From
1961 to 1988, the Vasa was housed in a temporary facility
called Wasavarvet, where it underwent a meticulous
conservation treatment. The wood, saturated with water for
333 years, needed to be stabilized to prevent cracking and
shrinking. Scientists used polyethylene glycol (PEG), a wax-
like substance, to replace the water in the wood cells. This
painstaking chemical operation took 27 years, ensuring that
the ship would remain intact for future generations. During
this time, the public could visit the half-finished museum, with
228,000 people witnessing the ship in its transitional state
during the summer of 1989.

The permanent museum, designed by architects Marianne
Dahlback and Géran Mansson, opened on June 15, 1990. Its
distinctive copper roof, topped with stylized masts
representing the ship’s full height, has become an iconic
landmark on Djurgarden Island. The museum houses not only
the Vasa but also four other floating museum ships, including
the icebreaker Sankt Erik and the lighthouse boat
Finngrundet. Today, the Vasa stands as a testament to human
ingenuity and the enduring spirit of Sweden, having been

visited by more than 25 million people since its inauguration.



Stepping into the Vasa Museum is like entering a cathedral dedicated to maritime history. The architecture, with its raw
concrete walls and high windows, frames the ship in a way that emphasizes its sheer scale and grandeur. As you walk along
the walkways that encircle the vessel, the natural light filters through, illuminating the dark, waterlogged wood and
highlighting the intricate details of the Baroque sculptures. The atmosphere is one of awe and reverence, as if you are

witnessing a ghost from the past that has been brought back to life.

The museum is organized into six distinct levels, allowing you to view the ship from the keel to the sterncastle. Each level
offers a different perspective, from the cramped quarters of the crew to the opulent decorations of the upper decks. The
contrast between the blackened original wood and the new, unpainted replacement pieces is striking, telling the story of
the ship’s restoration. The silence of the hall is broken only by the soft footsteps of visitors and the occasional explanation

from the audio guide, creating an immersive and contemplative experience that stays with you long after you leave.




Practical Information

Djurgérden Island - Tram: Vasa Stop (Lines 7, 9, 11) or Bus 44.
Easy access from City.

Children under 4 free. Reduced rates for students and
seniors. {promo}.

Photography is allowed for private use. Absolutely avoid flash
to prevent damage to sensitive artifacts. Selfies with the ship
are very popular!

Access & Transporlation
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Metro

Eskilstuna/Kjula (195 min) - Tekniska hogskolan (12 min)

Bus
: Strandvagen — 7 min a pied
Eskilstuna/Kjula (323 min) - Tekniska hogskolan (17 min)

Car

Eskilstuna/Kjula (265 min) - Tekniska hogskolan (11 min)

Bike

Eskilstuna/Kjula (365 min) - Tekniska hogskolan (13 min)
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Hours vary by season and school holidays. Always check the
official website before visiting, especially in winter.

Allow 1.5 to 2 hours for a complete visit. Time is needed to
explore the 6 levels, read contextual panels, and admire the
ship from all angles.

Ideal for all families. Interactive exhibits and models captivate
children, while adults will appreciate the historical rigor and
the scale of the ship.
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Exploring the Six Levels

The ground floor houses the entrance, ticket office, and introductory exhibitions. Here, you can see the ship’s keel and
the lower parts of the hull, providing a sense of the ship’s massive scale. The exhibits explain the construction process
and the reasons behind the ship’s sinking. You can also see the original anchors and other artifacts recovered from the
wreck.

At this level, you can view the gun decks and the crew’s quarters. The exhibits detail the daily life of the sailors and the
layout of the ship. You can see the 64 cannons that were originally mounted on these decks, as well as the personal
belongings of the crew, such as tools, weapons, and clothing. The contrast between the opulent decorations and the
cramped living conditions is striking.

The upper deck offers a view of the sterncastle and the elaborate Baroque sculptures that adorned the ship. This level
highlights the artistic craftsmanship of the 17th century, with intricate carvings of mythological figures and royal
symbols. You can also see the captain’s cabin and the officers’ quarters, which were more spacious and luxurious than

the crew’s areas. The view from this level provides a comprehensive overview of the ship’s upper structure.

The museum is fully accessible to wheelchair users with elevators and ramps.
Ideal for families, with interactive exhibits and models for children.

French, English, Spanish
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Must-sees

Unmissable Details of the Vasa

Upper Deck
The Stern Castle Sculptures

The stern castle is adorned with hundreds of intricate sculptures, including figures of angels, sea monsters, and royal symbols.
These carvings are a testament to the artistic skill of the 17th-century craftsmen and the grandeur of the Swedish monarchy.

The contrast between the dark, waterlogged wood and the new, unpainted pieces is particularly striking here.

% Many of the sculptures were recovered from the wreck and have been meticulously restored, allowing visitors to appreciate

the original details.

Gun Decks

The 64 Cannons

The Vasa was armed with 64 heavy cannons, making it one of the most powerful warships of its time. These cannons are
displayed on the gun decks, where you can see their original positions. The exhibits explain the firing process and the impact of

these weapons on naval warfare in the 17th century.

% The weight of these cannons contributed to the ship’s instability, leading to its tragic sinking on its maiden voyage.

Lower Decks

The Crew’s Quarters

The crew’s quarters were cramped and basic, with little space for movement. The exhibits show the personal belongings of the
sailors, such as tools, weapons, and clothing, providing a glimpse into their daily lives. The contrast between these humble
quarters and the opulent upper decks highlights the social hierarchy on board.

y Archaeologists have found evidence of gambling and drinking among the crew, suggesting that life on board was not always

strictly disciplined.
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Upper Deck

The Captain’s Cabin

The captain’s cabin was more spacious and luxurious than the crew’s quarters, with a bed, a table, and storage for personal items.
The exhibits show the captain’s personal effects, including navigational instruments and maps, providing insight into the

command structure of the ship.

% The captain’s cabin was located near the sterncastle, allowing him to oversee the ship’s operations and communicate with the
officers.

Ground Floor

The Ship’s Keel

The keel is the backbone of the ship, providing structural support and stability. The exhibits explain the construction process
and the materials used, including oak and pine. The keel is one of the most well-preserved parts of the ship, thanks to the unique

conditions of the Baltic Sea.

% The keel was recovered in one piece, allowing archaeologists to study the ship’s original design and construction techniques.

Exhibition Halls
The Restoration Process

The museum features exhibits on the 27-year restoration process, including the use of polyethylene glycol (PEG) to stabilize the
wood. You can see the original tools and equipment used by the conservators, as well as samples of the treated wood. The
exhibits highlight the scientific and technical challenges involved in preserving the ship.

% Therestoration process was so complex that it required the expertise of scientists from around the world.

Introductory Exhibitions
The Maiden Voyage

The exhibits detail the maiden voyage of the Vasa, including the events leading up to its sinking. You can see the original anchors
and other artifacts recovered from the wreck, as well as maps and documents from the 17th century. The exhibits explain the
reasons behind the ship’s instability and the tragic loss of life.

% The ship sank just 1,300 meters from the harbor, a short distance that would have been easily recoverable if the ship had been
stable.

Outdoor Area

The Floating Museum Ships

In addition to the Vasa, the museum features four other floating museum ships, including the icebreaker Sankt Erik and the
lighthouse boat Finngrundet. These ships provide a broader context for Swedish maritime history, from the early 20th century to

the present day. You can explore the interiors of these ships and learn about their roles in Swedish naval history.

% The Sankt Erik was one of the first icebreakers in the world, playing a crucial role in keeping Stockholm’s harbor open during the

winter.



Tips for an Unforgettable Visit

Arrive early, before 10 am, to avoid large groups and enjoy a
more serene contemplation of the ship. The early hours offer a
quieter and more immersive experience.

Start from the ground floor and work your way up to the upper
decks. This allows you to see the ship from the keel to the
sterncastle, providing a comprehensive understanding of its
structure and history.

The Vasa Museum Restaurant offers a view of the park and
modern Swedish cuisine. Check its hours on the website, or
bring a picnic to enjoy in the designated areas outside.

The audioguide is available in multiple languages and provides
detailed explanations of the exhibits. It is highly recommended
for a deeper understanding of the ship’s history and the
restoration process.
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Book your tickets online in advance, especially during peak
season (July-August) and on weekends. This allows you to
avoid long queues and guarantee your time slot.

Photography is allowed for private use, but avoid flash to
prevent damage to the sensitive artifacts. Use the natural light
streaming through the high windows for sharp and clear shots.

The museum is suitable for children, with interactive exhibits
and models that captivate young minds. However, adapt the
approach according to age to maintain their interest in the
historical context.

The temperature inside the museum is maintained between
18-20°C for conservation purposes. Bring a jacket or sweater
to stay comfortable during your visit.
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FAQ

Should | book tickets for the Vasa Museum in advance?

Yes, online booking is highly recommended, especially during peak season (July-August) and on weekends. This allows you to avoid long
queues. On-site purchase is possible but risky, with wait times potentially exceeding

When is the best time to book?

Book at least a few days in advance to guarantee your time slot. In summer, tickets sell out quickly. For groups, advance booking is
mandatory. You can cancel free of charge up to 24h before the visit.

Are there discounts for groups?

Yes, group rates are available for groups of 15 people or more. Contact the museum directly to book. Students and seniors also benefit
from reduced rates upon presentation of a valid card.

Can | buy a combined ticket with other museums?
The Vasa Museum is part of the Swedish National Maritime Museums. Combined tickets with the Maritime Museum (Maritima) are
sometimes available. Check current offers on the official website to save money.

How long does a visit to the Vasa Museum last?

Allow 1h30 to 2h for a complete visit. The museum has 6 levels to explore, plus additional exhibitions. Take your time to read the signs
and admire the details of the ship. Families with children may take longer.

Anecdotes & curiosities

The restoration of the Vasa involved reassembling 14,000 The Vasais not just a ship; it is a symbol of Swedish resilience

pieces of wood, a task described as solving the world’s
largest puzzle. Each piece had to be carefully cleaned,
treated, and placed back in its original position, requiring
immense precision and patience.

The design for the permanent museum was the result of a
competition among 384 architects. The winning design by
Marianne Dahlbédck and Géran Mansson intentionally
contrasts with the ancient history of the ship, using modern
materials and forms to highlight the vessel’s grandeur.

and ingenuity. Its recovery and restoration represent a
triumph of human determination and scientific innovation,
showcasing Sweden’s commitment to preserving its cultural
heritage.

The museum was officially inaugurated on June 15, 1990, by
Prince Bertil of Sweden. The ceremony marked the
culmination of decades of effort to preserve and display the
Vasa, making it accessible to the public for the first time in its
permanent home.
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The Vasa Museum is located on Djurgarden Island, a green oasis in the heart of Stockholm. After your visit, you can explore
the nearby Maritime Museum (Maritima), which offers a comprehensive overview of Swedish maritime history from the
Viking Age to modern times. For a taste of Swedish rural life, visit Skansen, Europe’s largest open-air museum, where you
can see authentic historical buildings and meet traditional craftsmen. The island also boasts beautiful walking trails and
botanical gardens, offering a peaceful retreat from the city. Don’t forget to stop by the Vasa Museum Restaurant for a meal
with a view of the ship, or bring a picnic to enjoy in the park. The Vasa Pier is a convenient departure point for tourist boats
back to the city center, providing a unique perspective of the museum from the water.
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